
The most important actions you can take to stay safe and survive a 

wildfire BEFORE it happens.

WILDFIRE

PREPARE NOW
• Sign up for your community’s warning system. The 

Emergency Alert System (EAS) and National Oceanic 

and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Weather 

Radio also provide emergency alerts. Sign up for email 

updates about coronavirus from the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC). Check AirNow.gov for 

information about your local air quality.

• Know your community’s evacuation routes and find 

several ways to leave the area. Have a plan for pets and 

livestock. Remember that some shelters do not accept 

pets.

• Prepare for long-term social distancing by gathering 

emergency supplies. Include cleaning supplies, non-

perishable foods, first aid supplies, and water. Consider 

gathering soap, hand sanitizer that contains at least 60 

percent alcohol, household cleaning supplies, and 

masks to help slow the spread of COVID-19. Set aside 

supplies in case you must evacuate to your safe 

location. 

• Remember that not everyone can afford to respond by 

stocking up on necessities. For those who can afford it, 

making essential purchases and slowly building up 

supplies in advance will allow for longer time periods 

between shopping trips. 
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The most important actions you can take to stay safe and survive a 

wildfire BEFORE it happens.

WILDFIRE

PREPARE NOW (Continued)
• If you already have one at home, set aside a respirator, like an N95 respirator, to keep smoke 

particles out of the air you breathe. Respirators are not meant to fit children. While cloth face 

coverings, surgical masks, and dust masks provide protection from exposure to COVID-19, they 

will not protect you from smoke inhalation. 

• Designate a room that can be closed off from outside air. Close all doors and windows. Set up a 

portable air cleaner to keep indoor pollution levels low when smoky conditions exist.

• Keep important documents in a fireproof, safe place. Create password-protected digital copies.

• Use fire-resistant materials to build, renovate, or make repairs.

• Find an outdoor water source with a hose that can reach any area of your property.

• Create a fire-resistant zone that is free of leaves, debris, or flammable materials for at least 30 

feet from your home.

• Review insurance coverage to make sure it is enough to replace your property.

• Pay attention to air quality alerts.
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The most important actions you can take to stay safe and survive a 

wildfire BEFORE it happens.

WILDFIRE

SURVIVE DURING & AFTER
• Evacuate immediately if authorities tell you to do so. 
• If trapped, call 911 and give your location, but be aware that emergency response could be 

delayed or impossible. Turn on lights to help rescuers find you.
• Pay attention to any health symptoms if you have asthma, COPD, heart disease, or are 

pregnant. If you are sick and need medical attention, contact your healthcare provider for 
further care instructions and shelter in place, if possible. If you are experiencing a medical 
emergency, call 9-1-1.

• Listen to EAS, NOAA Weather Radio, or local alerting systems for current emergency 
information and instructions.

• If you are not ordered to evacuate but smoky conditions exist, stay inside in a safe location or 
go to a community building where smoke levels are lower.

• Listen to authorities to find out when it is safe to return, and whether water is safe to drink.
• Avoid hot ash, charred trees, smoldering debris, and live embers. 
• People with asthma and/or other lung conditions should take precautions in areas with poor air 

quality, as it can worsen symptoms. Children should not help with clean-up efforts.
• Pay attention to any health symptoms if you or your children have asthma, COPD, heart disease, 

or are pregnant. Get to medical help if you need it.
• Continue taking steps to protect yourself from COVID-19 and other infectious diseases, such as 

washing your hands often and cleaning commonly touched surfaces.
• Send text messages or use social media to reach out to family and friends. Phone systems are 

often busy following a disaster. Make calls only in emergencies.
• Wildfires dramatically change landscape and ground conditions, which can lead to increased 

risk of flooding due to heavy rains, flash flooding and mudflows. Flood risk remains significantly 
higher until vegetation is restored—up to 5 years after a wildfire. Consider purchasing flood 
insurance to protect the life you've built and to assure financial protection from future flooding.

WILDFIRE: PLAN AHEAD & BE PREPARED

3


